CIC Open Meeting: Wednesday, April 26, 2023, 6:00 PM
April 2023 Meeting Minutes
Board Attendees: Chairman Charles Thornton & Nkechi Taifa

CIC Staff Members: Director Donald Isaac, Nicole Ukaegbu, Nailah Seabron, Kareem
McCraney, Eric Weaver, Patricia Marks, Dana DeMartino, Theodore Nastase, Sydney Lang,
Maurice Cotton, and Sheila Walker

Closed portion of meeting for director evaluation
BOP updates:

In February, the CIC toured USP, FCI, and SFF Hazelton. After the inspection, the
residents at Hazelton contacted the CIC about immediate improvements in the facilities.
In March, the CIC inspected Fairview halfway house. The women at the halfway house
were all employed and unable to interview with the CIC due to scheduling conflicts. The
CIC contacted the women for an interview at a later date. Lastly, the CIC conducted an
inspection of Federal Correctional Complex (FCC) Florence on April 20th. Initially, the
CIC was denied access to the Administrative Maximum (ADX or “super max”) facility.
CIC Board Chair Charles Thornton and CIC Executive Director Donald Isaac discussed
this matter with BOP staff and requested a letter from Congresswoman Norton granting
the CIC access to the ADX. On March 31, 2023, the CIC was granted access to the
ADX for interviews with DC residents.

CIC Program Analyst Sydney Lang discussed quarterly data that the CIC has collected
from BOP inspections including the amount of DC Code Offenders in BOP custody, top
facilities where DC Code Offenders are housed, and data on women in BOP custody.
CIC staff also discussed the current survey and interviewing format. The current survey
is standardized with a section that can be changed depending on facility-specific issues
communicated to the CIC from BOP residents and loved ones.

DOC updates:

The CIC Senior Analyst Kareem McCraney conducted an inspection of the Correctional
Treatment Facility (CTF) and the Central Detention Facility (CDF) in January of 2023.
Additionally, the CIC inspected the Central Cell Block (CCB). CIC staff noted an
improvement in the sub-pump issue in CCB and increased recreation time for those in
restrictive housing. The Department of General Services (DGS) completed all repairs on
the hot water and HVAC systems at CDF and CTF, restoring heat and hot water to
these facilities. Lastly, the CIC conducted an introductory inspection of St. Elizabeth’s



during this quarter. The CIC met with executive staff and received a tour from facility
officials.

Publications & Current Projects:

Since January 2023, the CIC has published BOP reports USP Pollock and USP
McCreary. The CIC has also published thematic reports on the Implementation of the
Restore the Vote Amendment Act of 2020 and Correctional Policies on Transgender,
Gender Non-Conforming, and Intersex DC Residents. Finally, in March, the CIC issued
a statement on the BOP’s Proposed changes to the Inmate Financial Responsibility
Program (IFRP). CIC Board Chair Charles Thornton, Executive Director Donald Isaac,
and Executive Deputy Director Nicole Ukaegbu met with BOP officials who noted that
the change to the IFRP has been halted.

CIC is currently working on a thematic report on the Correctional Oversight
Improvement Omnibus Amendment Act of 2022. This thematic report will discuss
omnibus provisions regarding the First Step Act and Second Look Amendment Act.
Additionally, in order to establish best practices at the jail annex, the CIC has elected to
develop best practices based on CIC data and expertise. Based on inspections, the CIC
elected to develop a legislative booklet applicable to DC Code Offenders. This booklet
will outline DC policy and provisions for DC Code Offenders in BOP custody. The CIC is
also developing a recommendations follow-up project for the BOP and DOC. CIC staff
will review recommendations in past reports, categorize the recommendations, and
improve them for use in future projects and reports.

Community Question and Answer:
The following questions were asked as part of the community Q & A session:

Q: Does the CIC have data on solitary confinement and how much time are people
spending in the Segregated Housing Unit?
A: This data can be found in individual inspection reports on our website.

Q: How do we get leverage over BOP to compel them to take action?

A: Our aim is not to get leverage over the BOP, however when appropriate we elevate
issues to the federal level through Congresswoman Norton, the Office of the Inspector
General (OIG), and the Office of Internal Affairs (OIA).

Q: Are we doing anything to address how far people are incarcerated from DC?

A: We want to be considerate of whether or not residents want to be relocated before
advocating for all DC residents to be moved closer, we need to include them in that
conversation.



Q: How do we address lockdowns and short staffing?

A: These are issues across the entire BOP, and being addressed at a federal level.
Following our inspection at FCC Hazelton, we were able to address this in person and
reduce the use of lockdowns at the complex.

Q: How responsive is the Congresswoman’s office?
A: Very responsive, they recently helped us get into ADX Florence when our initial
request to the BOP was denied.

Q: What should advocates be doing?
A: Organize in the community, go to federal and local hearings, and help raise attention
to these issues.

Q: How does the DOC report deaths at the Jail and how transparent are they?
A: They are transparent, the process of getting that information out has been improving.
We report it as soon as we get the info from the DOC.

Q: What is DISB?
A: Department of Insurance Securities and Banking

Q: What kind of outreach do we do?

A: Newsletters, radars, social media, speaking events, attending events, advertising
events in the newsletter, holding things like the open meeting, we get calls from family
and friends of incarcerated individuals, we’re very open to communication and
collaboration.

Q: What is our position on pretrial holds?
A: We don’t have a position on this as an agency; the decision on whether or not to
detain someone pretrial is made in the court system and outside our purview.



